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CORONAVIRUS — INTERSTATE BORDER RESTRICTIONS — HIGH COURT CHALLENGE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.09 pm]: On behalf of the government and the people of 
Western Australia, I rise to recognise the outstanding legal representation that has been on display in the Federal Court 
hearings in Brisbane in the last fortnight during the defence of Mr Clive Palmer’s challenge to our hard border. 
Led by the best Solicitor-General in Australia, Mr Joshua Thomson, SC, and instructed by the State Solicitor, 
Nicholas Egan, all Western Australians can be proud of the defence to Clive Palmer’s border challenge. Anyone 
who listened in to the recent Federal Court proceedings on the matters of law remitted to it by the High Court 
would have been utterly impressed with Mr Thomson’s forensic attention to detail in buttressing the constitutional 
validity of WA’s border settings. 
The team is now back in Perth and in isolation. The state government solicitors travelling with Mr Thomson were 
Joshua Berson, Maryellen Hipworth, Edward Fearis and Madeleine Durand, and assisting from Perth were their 
colleagues Fiona Seaward and Jennifer Perera. The legal team’s travel to Brisbane and their consequential two-week 
self-isolation from friends and families upon return is a significant sacrifice that each of them has made for the 
state. Of course, they remain in isolation today and will remain in isolation until next Monday. 
I would also like to acknowledge the broader COVID team from the State Solicitor’s Office who have been working 
tirelessly for months, putting in long hours and drafting numerous directions to keep the state functioning during 
the emergency period. That team includes Craig Bydder, Kirsten Chivers, Michelle Lindley, Naomi Eagling, 
Caroline Chapman, Rachel Paljetak, Emma Salsano, Gemma Mullins, Liam Nicholls, and of course the State Solicitor, 
Mr Nicholas Egan. We owe them all a debt of gratitude. 
The state’s hard border has played a critical role in helping to minimise the spread of coronavirus and is supported 
by the overwhelming majority of Western Australians. I am sure the public will join with me in thanking our 
Solicitor-General, Mr Thomson, SC, and the staff of the State Solicitor’s Office for doing all they can to protect 
all Western Australians and the best interests of the state of Western Australia. 
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